
MY KINSLOW IMMIGRANT ANCESTORS

My first immigrant American ancestors were Chistopher Barlow and his wife Barbara Pavera.
They immigrated to the Virginia Colony vvia England from Germany in 1717. There are various
spellings of the Barlow name found in the records; Parlur/Barler/Beriet and others. This is
common among early immigrants and has been attributed to language barriers, mispronunciation,
lack of reading and writing skills and incompetence on the part of record keepers. If a person
could not spell his or her name, the clerk would spell as it was phonetically pronounced.

The Christopher Barlow family was among the second group of families to join what became
known as the Germanna Colonies in colonial Virginia. Virtually all of the second group of
families became indentured servants to pay for their ship's passage to the New World. They had
an unanticipated extended stay in England and had to use their passage money for living
expenses. They were free by 1730 and obtained land grants in the Virginia Colony.

Germans were welcomed by the English Crown as emigrants to the American Colonies, as
long as they weren't Catholic. The Germanna Germans were Lutheran. It was important to the
Queen to settle as many people in the Colonies as possible. Militarily and politically it was
important to have an English presence in America. Also, it was economically important for the
taxes that could be levied to support the royal treasury. Colonial tax tithes have become
important records used by family history researchers in finding evidence of early American
ancestors.

The story of the Germanna Colonies is very interesting and has been extensively documented
by researcher John Blankenbaker. If you Google his name, you will be rewarded with hundreds
of references to Germanna people and their descendants.  Also, there is an organization of
Germanna Colony descendents.  They have an interesting web site at http://germannacolonies.org
.

My first immigrant American ancestor who provided the Kinslow name was Conrad Kunzle,
Sr. He and his wife and family arrived in Philadelphia from Germany via Rotterdam and Cowes,
England around 1750 with Captain Robert Brown on the St. Andrew. Conrad was number 17 on
the list of 279 persons on board who were males over 16 years of age. There were two children;
Conrad, b. June 1746, and Savina, b. 1750. Their places of birth are not known. Her date of birth
indicates that Savina could have been born during the voyage. Later, there was a third child,
Katgrina, b. 1752. 

On October 10, 1750 at the Philadelphia Court House, Conrad Kunzly was presented to
Thomas Lawrence, Esquire, Mayor and ". . .did this day take and subscribe the usual oath." This
made him a citizen and allowed him to own property. On October 10, 1753 Conrad Kensley was
granted a land warrant for 25 acres of land in Berks County, Pennsylvania. On May 3, 1755
Conrad bought items at the sale of Mathais Shaw, Augusta County, Virginia.

It is likely that Conrad and family came from the Siegen area of what is today northwest
Germany. Siegen is about 40 miles east of the city of Cologne (Koln). The fact that Conrad made
his way to an area in the Virginia Colony where earlier German immigrants from Siegen had
located makes it seem reasonable that he was joining old friends from Siegen.

Philadelphia was a common arrival port for German immigrants and most of them settled in
that area. It is thought that the second group of families that ended up in the Germanna Colony
(Christopher Barlow's group) thought they were sailing to Philadelphia. There are indications that
the ship's captain was encouraged to divert his course to Virginia and claim that he was blown off
course by unfavorable winds. This is covered in the history of the Germanna Colonies. 

The birth date of June 1746 for Conrad, Jr. tells us that Conrad, Sr. was a married man when
he arrived at Philadelphia in 1750. The birth date for Savina (or Sabina) which occurs close to



the arrival time does not settle where she was born. She could have been born during the voyage.
The birth of Savina close to the arrival date makes it extremely likely that Conrad, Sr. was
accompanied by his wife. 

On August 16, 1758 the Augusta County, Virginia court recognized the death of Conrad
Kensley. After the court met in session, it named the children of Conrad as:

Conrad, age 12 last June (b. 1746)
Savina, age 8 (b. 1750)
Katgrina, age 6 (b. 1752)

The various spellings of the Kinslow name are Kunzle, Kunzle, Guensel and others. The
spelling was changed to Kinslow after family members moved from Virginia to Kentucky. Most
likely the name was Anglicized to seem more American. One thing is certain, however, it was
never spelled Kinchloe or Kincheloe by my ancestors. 

In my early family history research, I was misled by a leading family surname book that
mistakenly used the name Kinchloe for my line. It showed that my first immigrant American
ancestor was a Cornelius Kinchloe, who was a planter in Virginia. The researcher who had come
to this conclusion was researching Kinchloes as a peripheral branch to his main family tree
research and as such he had made an unwarranted assumption. Most of the people in Virginia,
Tennessee and Kentucky with the name Kinchloe came from England.  However there are
Kinslows also who came from England.

At any rate, Conrad and his family did not become indentured servants. Apparently, he had
sufficient funds to begin farming in Pennsylvania. Later, the family moved to Virginia and began
farming there. Early records show farmers to be "planters."

I have little knowledge of the Barlow family line after Rachel Barlow. I have information in
my files that I have obtained from family surname lists on the Internet and I think I can connect it
with the Kinslow line. I have not bothered to include it here because I have been concentrating
my effort on my direct Kinslow family line.

Similarly I have not included any information about K inslow relatives with whom I have
only a common ancestor.  For instance, one of the grandsons of Joshua Kinslow moved to
Arkansas and his descendants spread out from there into Arkansas, and northeastern Texas.  A
grandson of Joshua Kinslow, Ezekiel Hughes Kinslow, migrated to the Cooke County/Grayson
County, Texas area via Missouri in the 1840-1850 time period and his descendants are in the
northwest Texas area.  A son of Joshua migrated to the Oklahoma territory.  Some of his
descendants formed the Sonic Drive-in chain.  One of them has a prominent fried catfish
restaurant in Seminole, Oklahoma which I plan to visit.
Roy Hayden Kinslow


