
THE RAY FAMILY OF FANNIN COUNTY, TEXAS

Roy Hilary Ray and Delilah Virginia Franklin were married July 22, 1893 in Fannin County,
Texas.  These are my maternal grandparents.  Roy was born May 26, 1872 in Dyer County,
Tennessee.  He died on August 3, 1932 and is buried in Willow Wild Cemetery, Bonham, Fannin
County, Texas.  Delilah, usually called “Dee,” was born near Orangeville, Fannin County, Texas
in 1873 and died April 16, 1959 in Sherman, Grayson County, Texas.  She also is buried in
Willow Wild Cemetery.

Roy and Delilah had seven children: 
Nannie (b. April 20, 1894, d. March 4, 1993); 
Huel Dudley (b. February 21, 1897, d. September 21, 1974); 
Ruie Ann (b. July 11, 1900, d. February 25, 1981); 
Milburn Ellis (b. May 28, 1903, d. October 8, 1986); 
Jewel (b. September 28, 1906, d. February 27, 1985); 
Virginia Ione (b. December 12, 1909, d. March 13, 1990); 
Franklin Ashley (b. December 8, 1912, d. October 12, 2006).

NANNIE RAY

Nannie Ray (nicknamed “Sister”) married Albert Victor Kinslow on September 22, 1915. 
She spelled her name “Nannie” and “Nannye” at different times in her life.  We don’t know why. 
Nannie and Al had five children, all boys: Albert Victor, Jr., Ray Kenneth, Billy Paul, Roy
Hayden and Jon Pare.

Albert Victor, usually called “Al” was born in Gordonville, Grayson County, Texas and
attended Denton Normal College in Denton, Texas.  It later became North Texas State Teachers
College, then North Texas State University and is known today as the University of North Texas. 
At one time he was superintendent of schools at Ector Texas and Howe, Texas.  Nannie also was
trained as a teacher and taught in the North Texas area as well.

Nannie and Al moved to Dallas about 1920.  After working at the big Sears-Roebuck mail-
order warehouse and retail store on South Lamar for a while, he went to work for the U.S. Post
Office .  He worked for the post office as a clerk for about 42 years.  Nannie never taught school
again after moving to Dallas.  She never worked outside the home while her children were
growing up as was customary in those days.  However, in her later years she worked as a baby
sittter, both in private homes and in church nurseries.  Nannie took up baby sitting mainly
because Al fished a lot after he retired and she got tired of being alone so much, Also, she made
enough money to completely refurnish their home.

Billy Paul (b. July 30, 1922, d. July 15, 1924) died in early childhood in 1924.  Ray Kenneth
(b. July 19, 1920, d. March 17, 1981) died of cancer in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.  He had a
military career in the U.S, Air Force and Eglin Field outside Ft. Walton Beach was his last active
duty station.  He is buried in the National Cemetery at Pensacola, Florida.

A.V., Jr. (b. August 24, 1916; d. May 18, 2009) was born in Ector, Fannin County, Texas. 
He grew up in Dallas and after high school went to work at the post office.  At first he delivered
special delivery letters on a bicycle all over the city of Dallas.  He received ten cents a letter for
this.  Later, he took the postal exam and became a letter carrier.  He transferred to the Grand
Prairie post office where he retired as superintendent of mails.  He was living in Calera, Bryan
County, Oklahoma when he died.  He had a step-daughter living near there.  He is buried in
Arlington, Texas.

Jon Pare, the youngest of Nannie’s and Al’s children was born in Dallas December 8, 1932. 
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After he graduated from Texas A & M University, he went to work as a business reporter for the
Dallas Morning News in Dallas.   Later, he was editor-in-chief of a trade journal Hardware Age
in Radnor, Pennsylvania for about 10 years.  

He moved back to Texas and went to work for the News again.  He developed an interest in
the newly emerging personal computer technology.  When the News began converting their
editorial and mechanical operations to digital technology, Jon transferred to a new digital group
to lead the change.  After he retired from the News, he began substitute teaching in the Grand
Prairie schools.  Later, he taught at private schools in Dallas and DeSoto, Texas.  Jon passed
away in February 2009 in Grand Prairie after several years of suffering with colon cancer.

Roy Hayden is the sole survivor of the five siblings as of this writing (December 2014) and is
living in Dallas, Texas.

HUEL DUDLEY RAY

Huel’s nickname was “Shobe.”  He was born February 21, 1897 in Fannin County, Texas. 
He served in the U.S. Navy in World War I.  After his naval service he returned to Fannin
County and married Mary Emma Caldwell.  They had one son, Robert Huel Ray (b.     ,d. May
13, 2006).                   .

Shobe opened a country store in Ector, Fannin County, Texas.  Ector is just a few miles west
of Bonham.  He became quite well known for the delicious hamburgers he cooked on a griddle
he installed behind the counter in the store.  He was written up several times by travel columnists
for North Texas newspapers about his hamburgers.  For many years he had a contract post office
located in his store.  When Ector was awarded a post office, Shobe was appointed postmaster. 
He served for many years.  He passed away on September 21, 1974 from throat cancer.

RUIE ANN RAY

Ruie had the nickname “Tish.”  She was born July 11, 1901 in Fannin County, Texas.  She
married Edd Baker.  Early on they lived in White Deer, Texas in the Texas Panhandle where Edd
was town marshal and Tish operated a beauty parlor.  They had two children: Eschol (known as
“Red” (b. July 2, 1916; d. March 31, 1980); and, Dorris (b.         , d. July 14, 1974).  

Late one night a dry cleaning establishment located next door to Tish’s beauty parlor blew up
totally destroying both buildings.  Tish and Ed lost everything.  Tish and Ed then moved to a
rented farm near Durant, Oklahoma where they farmed for several years.  Early in World War II
Eschol, who by now was grown and married, heard of good-paying work being available in
California in the defense industries.  Eschol moved his family there and soon after encouraged
his parents to move to California also.  Tish and Ed moved to Chula Vista, California where they
both worked for Rhor Aircraft until they both retired.

MILBURN ELLIS RAY

Milburn was known as “Butch.”  He was born May 28, 1903 in Fannin County, Texas and
died in October 1986.  He married Bobbie Leona Tidwell.  They had two children: Eulas
Malcolm (b. October 23, 1924, d. September 6, 2010); Bobbie Jewel who lives in Sulphur
Springs, Hopkins County, Texas at this writing.

Butch and Bobbie farmed in Fannin County for many years.  When his brother Shobe retired
as Ector postmaster, Butch and Bobbie moved from the farm to Ector and Butch became
postmaster.  He served until his retirement.
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JEWEL RAY

For some reason Jewel did not have a nickname.  Also, she was the only one of the Ray
siblings not to die a natural death.  She was killed instantly in a collision with an 18-wheeler
truck at a busy intersection in Marshall in 1984.  

Jewel was born September 28, 1906 in Fannin County, Texas.  She married Ray McGee (b.
November 19, 1906; d. February 27, 1970) and they lived in Marshall, Texas.  Ray worked for a
company that made wood products such as bushel fruit baskets.  Jewel operated The Martha
Shop, a ladies clothing store that specialized in fashion merchandise.  Jewel and Ray had one
adopted daughter, Patsy (b.     , d. August 16, 2004).

VIRGINIA IONE RAY

Virginia’s nickname was “Knot,” although she never answered to it.  In her girlhood she was
known as “Virgie.”  Apparently, she did not like that name either.  In later life she went through
all her scrapbooks and personal mementos and scratched it out.  She was born December 12,
1909 in Fannin County, Texas.  She died in New York City in March 1990.  She is buried next to
her mother in Willow Wood Cemetery, Bonham, Fannin County, Texas.  She never married.

After reaching adulthood, Virginia left the farm and never looked back.  She first did clerical
work for an electrical utility company in the Panhandle of Texas.  After the U.S. entered World
War II, Virginia moved to Dallas to become employed in the defense industries.  She became an
executive secretary at the North American Aviation plant located in Grand Prairie, Texas near
Dallas.  The NAA plant made B-25 bombers and P-51 fighter planes.

After the war when the plant closed down, through a contact she met at North American,
Virginia got a position as an executive secretary with a company in New York City.  Over the
years, she worked for several other large companies and hotels there.  After she retired she
continued to live in NYC until her death in 1990.

By a strange coincidence, the principal who signed her diploma from Bonham High School,
Warren Travis White, later was the principal of the high school in Dallas that several of her
nephews attended.  Mr. White later became superintendent of the Dallas Public Schools.

FRANKLIN ASHLEY RAY

Franklin’s nickname was “Sonny.”  He was born in Fannin County, Texas.  He married
Mattie Bell Alderson (b. July 18, 1913; d. September 12, 2004).  She was nicknamed “Tinker.” 
They had one child, Patricia Faye.  Pat married Dan Reamer.  

Ashley was a farmer.  He owned a farm just outside Bonham near the Sam Rayburn
Homestead west of Bonham on the highway to Ector and Sherman.  Sam Rayburn was a long
time speaker of the U.S, House of Representatives back in the Roosevelt administration and was
very well thought of.  Pat and Dan owned the farm adjacent to the one Ashley and Tinker owned. 
Ashley passed away in October 2006 in Bonham, Fannin County, Texas.

COMMENTS

This essay covers Roy and Dee Ray of Fannin County.  They are my maternal grandparents. 
Actually, I never heard my grandmother called Dee.  We all referred to her as “Mother Ray.”  It
never occurred to any of us that she had another name.  In fact, I did not know her name was Dee
until I got involved in family history research.

I’ll update the information above as I obtain more accurate info.  I already have a lot of it in
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my database.  In a separate essay I will tell about the descendants of the Ray siblings.  Believe
me, there are a lot of them and they are pretty scattered around the country.  Also, I will be
publishing an ancestry chart for Roy and Dee.  Stay tuned.

[Roy Hayden Kinslow - January 2, 2015]
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